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Upcoming Events:

e Trivia Night at Joyvagen
Bike Shop on April 20th
at 7 pm.

e Home and Garden Expo
in Powell on May
12th—come see us at
the fair grounds where
we will have a booth.

e Tentative Garage Sale
in May. Stay tuned for
more information.
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Wags and Whiskers

69 Percent and Cou nting By Ken Markert, Board President

There is so much going on at the shelter and so many great successes lately. But where to begin...
e Last month’s successful spay/neuter clinic (39 dogs and 89 cats)? Or
e lastyear’s unusual surge of cats and kittens (finally subsiding after keeping us at
capacity for months on end)? Or
e  Much-needed fundraising success last year (operating revenues up 17%)? Or

e  The happy news of finding adoption homes for 333 dogs and cats in 20177

Each topic would be worthy of its own column. But instead, | will tell you about the PCAS
Capital Campaign.

It's time to update you on the project, starting with how it began and how we have proceeded. We
desperately need a better shelter because of our present lack of quarantine areas, the overcrowding
of cats, the general deterioration of the entire facility, and for so many other reasons. (For more, see
our campaign video at https://vimeo.com/219152728 )

You probably remember that in 2011, the PCAS membership elected a new board of directors to face
new challenges. The new board knew the organization needed serious change if PCAS were to survive
and continue helping the homeless animals of Park County. Within a couple years, the board
improved organizational governance and reformed our financial practices. Then it was time to tackle
our next and greatest need—improving our shelter facility.

In 2013, PCAS began the process of building a better shelter. A few special supporters donated the
initial funds that got us started. Over the next few years came architectural studies, a fundraising
plan, assembly of a campaign committee, fundraising training, and preparing campaign marketing
materials. Our goal was set—to raise $1.7 million by the end of 2019 to renovate and expand the
shelter.

Last year, we began quietly soliciting pledges and donations, all the while drawing strength and
confidence from the one donor who pledged and donated a combined total of $500,000. Now, | am
very pleased to tell you that as of the end of March, we have reached nearly $1.2 million in gifts and
pledges, 69% of our $1.7 million goal. This is due to the awesome generosity, compassion, and
leadership of those who have donated and pledged so far.

Looking ahead, we will start the final architectural design process when we raise about $1.5 million
while we continue fundraising. Design and bidding will take 7-9 months with groundbreaking
happening shortly afterwards. We are all looking forward to inviting all PCAS members to the Grand
Opening 9 to 12 months later, in the late summer or fall of 2020 if all goes well.

We hope to build our project on our current site on the Greybull Highway, pending successful
negotiations with the City Council and Airport Board. If necessary, we will build an all-new building on
an alternate site. Fortunately, a PCAS supporter has offered us $100,000 to purchase a new site, if
one is needed. We expect to have the site question settled by mid-summer.

The new and improved shelter will be a more welcoming place that facilitates adoptions through its
thoughtful design. In the first year the new shelter is operational, we expect to take in and adopt out
about 650-700 animals, up from our long-term average of 539. We hope we never again have to
switch on the “no vacancy” sign.

Please keep following our progress as we endeavor to build a better shelter and help all the animals in
our community that need homes. Later this year, we will transition the campaign from the “Quiet
Phase” and start the “Public Phase,” when you will see and hear much more publicity, as we gather our
community’s support. We hope to reach you in one of these phases. And when we do, the animals in
our care and everyone at PCAS will be very thankful for your generous support!
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BEST BIRTHDAY GIFT!

Rainebo Thunder decided to
give a special gift to the Park
County Animal Shelter. On a
whim, Rainebo created a
Facebook Fundraiser post to
celebrate her 35th birthday. The
Fundraiser post asked her
friends to consider making a
donation to the Park County
Animal Shelter in honor of her
birthday.

Not anticipating a big response,
Rainebo was very happily
surprised when 23 of her friends
donated a total of $620! The
Shelter is very grateful for this
generous donation to support
their ongoing mission of
protecting Park County animals
in need.

Jeff and Troyal, her dog and
cat, are two pets that she has
adopted from the Shelter.
Rainebo is excited about the
planned new Shelter building
and she hopes to spend more
time volunteering in support of
the Shelter's work.
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Managers Corner: Spring...Ripe for the Pickin’

By Brittany Vaughn

Ahhh spring time! A time
when the weather
(supposedly) warms, and
the flowers bloom and are
ready for picking! Speak-
ing of picking...it's also a
great time to pick out a
new furry friend! It's a per-
fect time for year to bring
home a new dog; you don’t
have to worry about house-
training in the cold, and
you can plan all of your
summer adventures to
include your new canine
companion. It’'s also a
great time to bring home a
new cat; they would love to
look out the window and
watch the birds, or join you
for a great book in the sun.

While looking for a new
friend, we do urge you to
not be so “picky.” Often
times, we have people call
looking for animals meet-
ing very specific require-
ments. We add them to
the waiting list, and call
them if something similar
comes into our care. For
some reason, many of
these people still aren’t
willing to meet the animal
unless it meets all of their
requirements: “MUST be
male,” or “MUST be less
than 6 months of age,” or
“HAS to be pure white with
no other coloring.” We
understand that people
might have a specific look
in mind, but think about all
of the great animals you
could be missing out on!

| have to admit, when |
came to the shelter in
2009 looking to adopt a
cat that | too had some-
thing specific in mind. |
thought | wanted a black
and white tuxedo kitten.
I'm so thankful each and
every day that | opened my
mind when | got here. If |
hadn’t, | would have
missed out on the great
love of my life, Toby, whom
| have written about be-
fore. Toby is a striking grey
and white tabby with the
biggest, most beautiful
eyes (perhaps I'm a bit
biased). But it just goes to
show, try not to be so picky
when picking your perfect
pet and you won't be sorry!

Brittany Vaughn—Shelter Manager and Fund Raising Coordinator
Tiffany Waldner—Assistant Manager
Polly Churma—Vet Tech

PCAS STAFF:

Todd Miller
Valerie Swensrud
Madison English

PCAS members and others
attended a seminar on March 14 to
learn how to safely release their pet

from a wildlife trap. The seminar
was “hands-on” and participants
had an opportunity to handle
various types of wildlife traps that
can be encountered when hiking on
public lands.

Spay/Neuter Clinic

At the Beginning of March,
we started looking ahead
to put on another Spay/
Neuter Clinic. We didn’t
know how quickly this clin-
ic would come together;
between the availability of
the incredible veterinari-
ans and the availability of
a hosting facility, we soon
learned that we would be

holding a clinic on the 21st

and 22nd of this month.
With the help of some
amazing volunteers, we
were able to spay/neuter
39 dogs and 89 cats in
just two days.

Thank you to the following volunteers, sponsors
and veterinarians:

Dr, Scollard and her team
Dr. Francis and his team

The Boot and Bottle Riding Club

West Park Hospital
Home Oxygen
West Park Hospital Laundry
Pizza on the Run
Peters’ Café

Buffalo Bill Cody Motor Lodge

Polly and Andy Churma
Alex Mitchell

Lauri Ferraro

Lauren Stocchetti
Sherry Johnson

Mary Jane Luther
Sandy Mueller
Donna Schuette
Sara Commens
Barb Franklin
Connie Moore
Bud McDonald
Dawn Day
Tracy Clark
Kathy Lemon
Anetta Bills
Mary Whitmore
PCAS Staff

And everyone else who made the clinics a success!
We couldn’t have done it without you.
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Animal Spotlight

Cupcake is a faithful and loyal
girl who loves her family! She
does just need a home out-
side of Cody city limits.

Chubbs is an affectionate
older guy, who does have
FIV.

Eggo is a beautiful and peaceful
girl who has been with us since
July 2016.

Octavia is an adult female with a
big personality.
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5537 Greybull Highway
P.0. Box 203
Cody, WY 82414
(307) 587-5110

Open to the Public:
12:00-5:30 pm everyday,
except Sundays

Website:
https://parkcountyanimalshelter.org
E-mail:
manager@parkcountyanimalshelter.org
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All PCAS members are welcome to h k shel
: Check out bsite! ttps://parkcountyanimalshelter.or
attend any Board Meeting, held on : eck out ourwebsite ps://p y ¢

the third Thursday of every month Not tech savvy? That’s okay! Just follow these steps!
. : If you are interest in checking out our available animals for adoption
at 5:30 at West Park Hospital. You then just click “Adopt” in the menu bar!
can also get e-mail notices of all Want to volunteer? Click “How can | help?” Want to donate? Click “Donate”

meetings by contacting

Ken Markert at | | SHELTER STATISTICS:
k.r.markert@gmail.com ¢ | Current Animals ADOPTIONS |DOGS CATS
i | at the Shelter:

12 dogs and 50 cats

This newsletter is sponsored by: December 7 28
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February 6 15

(307) 296-7833

hideoutcattery.com March 6 17

“’ FREE Pick-up & Delivery




