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A TALE OF TWO KITTIES 
 
By Ken Markert, BOARD PRESIDENT      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Are you a dog person or a cat person?  Grow-
ing up, we did not have cats and I didn’t really 
know much about them.  To me, cats seemed 
one step above toads.  That’s changed, now 
that I have had cats in my household for 28 
straight years.   
 
For the past four summers, my young son has fos-
tered a litter of shelter kittens.  Without fail each 
year the Shelter receives kittens that need to be so-
cialized.  In 2012, someone left a pregnant cat at 
the shelter after hours.  She gave birth to her litter 
under a shed and raised her kittens in the wild for 
two months.  When the Shelter staff caught the kit-
tens, they had never been handled by people.  It 
took a long time but those kittens warmed up to 
us.  In the end they were happy and affectionate. 
We kept one of the five, an outgoing tortoiseshell 
female. 
 
Two years later, we fostered a litter of three tiny kit-
tens.  It was a cool, damp start to summer and none 
of the kittens were well.  Two died within days but 
the third, a little boy, was tough.  He hissed at us, 
sounding as ferocious as a cricket.  He would sur-
vive.  Not keeping this kitten was impossible.  But 
our own cat, two years older, was not pleased.     
 
After a few weeks of hissing and glaring at the kit-
ten, the older cat decided the little one needed a 
bath.  She held him down and washed him com-
pletely.  And he clearly enjoyed it.  That was the 
first of many baths.  After losing his mother and two 
sisters, the little boy welcomed this surrogate parent 
as much as she enjoyed having someone to boss 
around and play with. 
 
 

Presently, there are 41 adoptable felines in the Shel-
ter’s care, down from a high of 68 earlier this sum-
mer.  Fostering kittens has been a great way to help 
the kittens, the help shelter, and in our case, help 
ourselves to the pick of the litter.  Unfortunately, 
most of the cat spaces at the Shelter are small cag-
es.  We really need a lot more space to properly 
house the 70 cats or so we handle at peak times.   
 
The Shelter staff has done a great job marketing our 
animals in the community.  Four years ago, we had 
almost 90 felines at the Shelter.  Marketing has 
made a difference.  We do not need to house a lot 
more cats at the shelter.  But we do need more 
space to properly house the numbers we have.    
 
Currently, the average time a cat stays at the shel-
ter is about four months and 94% are adopt-
ed.  That high “live disposition” rate earns us the 
designation as a no-kill shelter.  We don’t need to 
kill cats.  Nor do we need to keep cats forever at the 
Shelter.  They just need those four months until 
they find their new homes. 
 
Cats have been fascinating ever since I realized they 
are more communicative, sensitive, and fun-loving 
than toads.  It gave us a good feeling to see our cat 
adopt the kitten and raise him as her own. 
You are reading this because you are probably one 
of the people that make the Shelter possible.  Be-
cause of your support, 94% of our felines find new 
homes.  Now you should feel good about that! 
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The Ads that appear in the Cody Enterprise, the Buyers 
Guide and The Pulse could be the beginning of a forever 
home for dogs and cats that reside at the PCAS.  
 
We thank the following for sponsoring a “pet needing a 
home.” 
Ryan-McKenna Family Dogs 
W.C. Orrell, Jr. of Little Big Man Books 
Chadwick Veterinary Hospital 
Bill and Sue Smith at Fireworks Factory Outlet 
Lifetime Small Animal Hospital 
Advanced Veterinary Care 
Center, The Barn Feed & 
Pet, and Dawns Dogs, etc  
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Dan and Katie Peterson and manager Rod Peterson of 
Cody’s Ace Hardware have donated $300 dollars per 
month to the PCAS for anything that the Shelter may 
need, as supplies, gloves, garbage bags, etc.   What a 
great gift to our local animal shelter!!! Thank you so  

      much for your generous donation. 
 

Please stop in and support the many businesses that 
have purchased ads for “Wags and Whiskers.” Their ads 
help to keep the costs down for the printing and mailing 
of three newsletters each year.  Thank them for their  
support.    

 
 
Many thanks to Dewey Vanderhoff for his generous  
donation of time and photographic expertise. 

WITH APPRECIATION 



All PCAS members are 

welcome to attend any 

Board Meeting, held on the 

third Thursday of every 

month at 5:30.  Locations 

vary.  Please contact any 

Board member or the 

Shelter to confirm the 

location.  You can also get 

e-mail notices of all 

meetings by contacting 

Ken Markert at 

k.r.markert@gmail.com 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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Membership/Board Meeting—
September 17th at 5:30 pm  
in the Monument Room at West Park 
Hospital.   E-mail Ken at 
k.r.markert@gmail.com if you want to be 
on the e-mail list for the meetings. 
 
Holiday Craft Fair—November 21st 
PCAS will have a table.  If you are inter-
ested in volunteering or donating hand-
made items (crafts, sewing, knitting, bak-
ing, painting, wood, beading, etc.) for this 
event, please call Mary Whitmore at 578-
8902.  Your help is greatly appreciated. 
 
Corgi and Jack Russell Dog Races—
January 15th  
We are in the 
planning stages 
and are looking for 
sponsors,  
volunteers and 
si lent auct ion 
items.   
Please call  
Tasa Brost  
(250-6547),  
Becky Walsh  
(272-1160) or Mary Whitmore  
(578-8902) for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring Garage Sale at the Sage Creek 
Community Club—May 2nd 
The sale was very productive and $3,122 
was raised. $1,000 was donated to the fall 
Spay and Neuter Clinic and $75 was given to 
the Sage Creek Community Club for letting 
us use their hall. A few items were left with 
Dawn Day that had been purchased. If they 
belong to you call Dawn at 899-3852.  
 
Tails and Trails 5k Run/Walk—August 15 
West Park Hospital and PCAS held its 6th 
Tails and Trails Fun Run.   We had 61 partici-
pants and 20 dogs.  The event raised $3,000 
for PCAS and is held in honor of WPH’s ther-
apy dogs and cats who provide companion-
ship for long term care residents and staff.   
This race was created six years ago to help 
dogs and their owners stay healthy.  The 
course changed some this year for a little 
more variety and some different scenery.  
Some of the money raised will help put on the 
event next year, but most will go directly to 
PCAS for operating costs.   
We wish to thank West Park Hospital and our 
many sponsors who make this event possi-
ble:  1st Bank of Wyoming, Al and Ann Simp-
son, Cody ACE Hardware, Cody Country Bed 
and Biscuit, Denny Menholt, Digger’s Delight-
ful Chocolates, Linton’s “Big R” Stores, Moun-
tain West Screen Printing, Robert and Sherry 
Vosseller, Sunset House Restaurant, Bettye 
Dominick, Buffalo Bill Center of the West, 
Fireworks Factory Outlet, Gerry Patterson, 
Gottsche Therapy & Wellness Clinic, Ken 
Markert, Reno Collision Center, Stockhill & 
Richard Tax Service and The UPS Store. 

PAST EVENTS 

“All of the animals  
except for man know  

that the principle  
business of life  
is to enjoy it.” 
Samuel Butler 
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Pick Me!  Pick Me!     
These are Just a Few of the Shelter Residents Who are Looking for Their Forever Home  

Figaro is a funny and very playful boy!   

Handsome  
Barry is a 
spunky guy who 
has been with 
us for more 
than a year! 

Lilli Mae is a very sweet girl who loves everyone and 
is great with children! She would be best in a home 
with a large yard, and no other animals!  

Shep is an  
affectionate and  
talkative male cat! 

Molly is an affectionate girl who would be a 
perfect couch potato! She would be best in a 
home with no other animals or children.  



 
 
 
 
 

 
As part of managing the shelter’s Facebook page, sometimes I will 
look for new pictures, poems, or other stories about animals and 
rescues that relate to our shelter. It was through this search, that I 
stumbled upon a “meme” that showed a person’s open palm, with 
a cat’s outreached paw sitting in his hand. The saying at the bot-
tom said “When I needed a hand I found your paw…that’s why 
you’re so precious to me.” This particular photo and saying has 
always hit very close to home for me, as well as many people I 
know.  
 
Five years ago, I lost my mother to cancer. I was constantly sur-
rounded by close friends and family who brought me incredible 
support, but it’s also impossible to put into words how much ani-
mals helped me through this time. My mom had two dogs and a 
cat that she absolutely adored, and just being able to be home 
with her beloved pets while we were all grieving brought me so much comfort. My own cat that I adopted from 
PCAS while in college, who is the definition of a “mama’s boy kitty,” definitely knew that something was wrong. 
Toby never left my side, was never too needy (which, he often is), and would let me get away with holding him 
close for hours upon hours if I wanted to .   
 
I have also been fortunate in that, through this job, I have been able to bear witness to countless shelter animals 
being the “hand” that their new family needs. Sometimes it is evident right away; other times it is once the animal 
has settled into their new homes. We have heard from many adopters that their new furry family members are the 
“loves of their lives,” and “I can’t imagine my life without him!” These stories, and my own, always remind me of 
another of my favorite quotes about adopting: “Who rescued who?”      

Manager’s Corner 
PRECIOUS PAWS        By Brittany Vaughn 
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ADOPTING A PET 
 
There are many loving pets available at the Shelter.  
They have been neutered or spayed (if age appropri-
ate).  And have received their first series of shots. 
 
A free veterinarian visit is included with  
participating vets. 
 
Adoption Fees are: 
$35 for a Cat 
$50 for a Dog over 5 years old 
$75 for a Dog under 5 years old 
 
You don’t have to be a Park County resident to adopt 
a pet.   
 
Stop by the Shelter at 5537 Greybull Hwy.  We are 
open everyday from 12:00—5:30 pm, except Sundays. 
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At what point does love and compassion for your pet morph into selfish and unfair? Contrary to the unso-
licited opinions of unenlightened onlookers, my 14-year-old Trina and I are still in the first category. 
 After church one Sunday, I was chatting with a friend while helping Trina from the back seat 
where she always awaits my return. I noticed Steve staring at her with concern, and I sensed it was com-
ing: “You should put that dog down.”  
 I wasn’t offended (slightly irritated maybe), but explained that even though Trina is at least 90% 
blind, walks unsteadily and holds her head cocked to one side after a bout with “old dog vestibular syn-
drome” (similar to vertigo), she has nothing that “hurts.”  She wolfs down each helping of rotisserie chick-
en I’ve begun spoiling her with, insists on treats each time I get off the couch, and barks bloody murder if 
she wakes up and I’m near the front door without her leash.  
 When I arrive somewhere in my battered, ’78 Ford F-150, I often see that same expression (with a 
trace of amusement) Steve wore. “You need to put that truck to sleep,” I know they’re thinking. But as long 
as my truck and my Trina are both cheerfully firing up for the next ride, the three of us will continue 
making tracks.   
 Oh, we’ve had our painfully close calls, like when a carpenter accidentally backed over Trina on 
9/11, 2011. With her back foot and rear end crushed, leaving her incontinent, I wrestled for a month over 
whether it was “time.”   

I cancelled one appointment while searching for good reasons not to say goodbye, but after arriving 
for a second, a wonderful, “Pro-life” vet saw my tears and said she noticed a renewed sparkle in Trina’s 
eyes, “so let’s give her another week or two to see how she does.” I’m eternally grateful for her compassionate 
reluctance, because Trina was not ready to throw in the towel and a couple years later, even her faulty 
“pooper” rejuvenated and returned to normal.  

Sure, she walks slightly wobbly, her eyesight and hearing are badly deteriorated, and her snout 
hair is a lush grey, but hey, all those things can be said of me too, but no one is threatening to put me 
down.  

Trina survived that terrible accident, the death of Trinity, our best friend of 13 years last year, and 
that vestibular thing that I was sure was had been a life-ending stroke when she quit eating and walked 
like a drunkard. But again she recovered like the trooper she is and we’ve barely missed a beat.  

Even a local vet where police took Trina when she wandered away from the yard of a jobsite (she 
may appear wobbly, but the old girl can scoot when she puts her mind to it) rudely intimated by her sour 
attitude that she thought me irresponsible for prolonging the life of a dog who has seen better days.  

I semi-respect her opinion, but she doesn’t see Trina prancing along when I take her for a walk. She 
doesn’t see her accepting kisses from my neighbor’s young German short-hair, Britta, who appears to be in 
love with Trina. Britta whines at the door to be let out each time she hears my vehicle pulling in.  

I rest on that cliché, “We’ll take it one day at a time.” If Trina barks me awake tomorrow morning 
when I’d prefer to sleep till noon, it means we’ve got at least one more day together. She’ll tell me when it’s 
time, as will your beloved, old pet that might be nearing the end. Don’t ever let your pet suffer, but also 
don’t discount for a second its will to live and to bask in your unconditional love.  

Remember, they’re not prima donnas like us. They don’t need perks like perfect vision and unhin-
dered mobility to be happy. All they need is that familiar touch and voice saying, “Come on girl, let’s go 
for a ride in the old, beat-up truck.”  

WHEN IS IT “TIME”?        By Doug Blough 



  

 

Shelter Manager  
Brittany  

can be heard every 
Thursday on the  

Eagle Radio Station  
with Bobby Rock  

at 8:40 am  
at 104.1 FM.  

Tune in! 
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BANKING FOR DOGS AND CATS   $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
 

THANK YOU ALL who help the PCAS by puƫng your nickels, dimes and dollars into our Dog and Cat Banks. We thank all 
the Cody businesses that allow us to have a bank in their business. These banks have been in use for over 20 years (in 
different forms) and conƟnue to bring in money. So far for this year April through August, Gerry has banked $3,456.76 
and we are way ahead for this year.  Please keep filling our banks!!! If you would like a bank in your business, please 
call Gerry PaƩerson at 587‐6436.   

Digger’s Delightful 
Chocolates 

 
   Truffles, Tortoises, 
Bear Paws, Chocolate 

Covered Caramels 
& Mixed Nuts 

 
Call to Order:  

578-8902 
 

Available from fall to spring 

 
100% of Proceeds Benefit  

Park County Animal Shelter 
& Spay/Neuter Clinics 

Outside Dogs 
By Michigan Humane Society 

 
Many potential adopters ask “Is this an 
‘outside’ dog?”  Our answer is, “Not any-
more.”  We attempt to place dogs with peo-
ple who understand the need of a dog to be a 
part of the family.  Even thousands of years 
ago when man and all animals lived 
“outside,” there was a cave or den for shel-
ter, and man and dogs lived in small groups 
or “packs.”  The truth is, times have changed 
but we and the dogs haven’t.  Both humans 
and dogs are “pack” animals, we do not tend 
to be solitary.  Domesticated, companion 
dogs no longer have packs of other dogs to live with, so dogs now need to be 
members of human families or packs.  Furthermore, both people and dogs are 
“den” animals.  This is the reason that dogs can be housebroken.  Dogs want 
shelter, in a safe, secure den—your home—and they want their den to be clean. 
 
Obviously dogs can be forced to live outside, alone and away from their fami-
lies.  But to force this kind of life on a dog is one of the worst things you can do 
to him.  Such a life goes against a dog’s two most basic instincts:  the pack and 
the den.  If you have any doubts about these ideas, think of all the whining, 
barking, clawing dogs you have seen tied up alone outside.  Dogs trying desper-
ately to get their human families’ attention, and then just giving up to become 
hyperactive, listless, fearful, or vicious when the stress of enforced solitude be-
comes too much to cope with. 
 
The rationale given by people who permanently keep their dogs outside is that 
they will spend time with the pet outside.  Even the most well-meaning pet own-
er does not spend significant time outside, particularly when it is raining or cold.  
Consequently, under the best of circumstances for the outside dog, a bowl of 
food and water hastily shoved before him, a quick pat given, and his owner, his 
WORLD is gone, leaving the animal to spend another 22 or 23 hours alone. 
 
A dog brings you the gifts of steadfast devotion, abiding love, and joyful com-
panionship.  Unless you can responsibly accept a dog’s offer of these great 
gifts, please do not get a dog.  If you already have a dog, perhaps this article will 
help you to see things from his point of view, and possibly motivate you to 
change your relationship with him.  A sad, lonely, bewildered dog, kept outside, 
wondering why he cannot be with his family, brings only sadness and unhappi-
ness to the world.  (The Outside Dog, by Brandy J. Oliver, MA and Outside Dogs 
by Dr. Dennis Fetko, Ph.D.) 



Page 8 

HAPPY TAILS! 

Brittany and her "mama's boy kitty" 
Toby. Someone definitely loves his  
mama!   

"One year ago we 
adopted this amaz‐
ing dog from you 
guys. Zaphod loves 
hiking, camping, 
fishing and long road 
trips. I seriously 
think he is one of 
the best dogs I have 
ever owned. Hard to 
believe how fast a 
year has gone by. 
Thanks for leƫng us 
adopt this beauƟful, 
sweet boy!" 

"Hi this is Jaxx we adopted him almost 2 
years ago this August from y'all. His name 
was Sirius when we picked him up. He is  
doing great and is the best thing that's ever 
happened to us." 

"Hello! We adopted Waffles at the beginning of the summer. I just wanted to 
send you a picture of Mr.Waffles with his boy and thank you all for the amazing 
work you do. It feels like he has always been a part of our family. Here is a  
picture of my boy, Vance and Waffles. Thank you again!!" 

"Joey is our kiƩy who is 14 yrs old. We adopted him from 
Park County Animal Shelter then and he was just a wee 
kiƩen. He sƟll will run around chasing boƩle caps and various 
toys. If you've ever had a bullseye tabby you know how high 
maintenance and vocal and lovable they are. He is a true  
story of rescue because he rescued our hearts!!"  
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Many of the members and volunteers for the PCAS pay for  
postage, printing and numerous other things themselves which 
 is just another way to save the Shelter money and yet get the  
information out to the public for thank you letters, membership 
cards, and other items. Every bit helps to make life better for  
our furry friends at the Shelter, and after all that is what we are  
all working for!!!   
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Locally owned since 1949 

Britt Whitt, DVM, will provide the following  
services at PCAS for low income  

residents* of Park County:  
 

Cat neuters $25 
Cat spays $75 

Rabies vaccinations $10 
 

If you need more information or want to  
schedule an appointment, please contact  

Brittany Vaughn, Manager PCAS at 587-5110. 
 

*Clients must sign Low Income  
Eligibility statement  

Adoptions:  

        
       Dogs/Puppies    Cats/Kittens 
April     8     9 
May     5   19 
June     9   13 
July     8   25 
Aug     8   11    
 

Currently in the Shelter: 
 
Dogs/Puppies 9   Cats/Kittens    41 
3 cats & 3 dogs are in foster care. 

UPCOMING BOARD AND MEMBERSHIP MEETINGS  
 

Thursday, September 17th at 5:30 pm 
 

Thursday, October 15th at 5:30 pm 
 

Meetings are held in the Monument Room  
at West Park Hospital 



Check out our Website:  
www.parkcountyanimalshelter.com 

 
for the most current list of  

adoptable animals, 
 

        to make a donation through 
      PayPal, 

 
    to become a PCAS member. 
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The Shelter is open to the public from  
12:00-5:30 pm everyday except Sundays. 

 
587-5110 

 

Website 
parkcountyanimalshelter.com 

E-Mail 
manager@parkcountyanimalshelter.com 

We are also on Facebook 
 

SEND MAIL TO: 
PO BOX 203    CODY, WY  82414 

We Appreciate our Volunteers! 
 

Alex Mitchell 
Linda Sparrow 
Terry Sparrow 
Jim Shapple 

Connie Moore 
Mary Keffer 
Holly Moen 

Mary Whitmore 
Gerry Patterson 

Doug Blough 
Dawn Day 

Mary Jo Hardy 
Linda Kolak 

Becky Ransom 
Kelsey Brown 

Jean Crutchfield 
Leigh Dvarkshkis 

Eric Berg 
Frank Mallon 
Todd Currier 
Meg Sommers 
Lynn Entwisle 
Niel Markert 

Karen Palmour 
Robert Grossman 

Caroline Foy 

PCAS WISH LIST: 
 
Walmart cat litter 
Rawhide Chews 
Bleach 
Liquid HE laundry soap 
(perfume free) 

Paper Towels 
Hand sanitizer 
30 gallon heavy duty 
black garbage bags 
Dishwashing gloves 
Liquid hand soap & 
dish soap 
13 gallon white 
garbage bags 
 
 



 
Why not be a PCAS volunteer?  I know you may have some concerns about volunteering. I know I did: 
 
 I get depressed seeing all the homeless animals. 
 I get sad seeing the cats in cages. 
 I’ll end up taking home a dog or a cat. (that’s me) 
 I don’t have time. 
 I can’t afford to help. 
 I’m too young.(that’s not me) 
 I’m too old.(that’s me) 
 I’m allergic to animals. 
 I’m too tired after working all day. 
 I get nervous around dogs. (that’s me) 
 I don’t like cats. (that’s not me) 
 I’m not good around animals.  
 I don’t want to bring disease home to my animals. 
 I can’t do anything to help. 
 
I had to put a lot of those feelings on hold because I wanted to help animals who didn’t have homes. It’s that simple. And, 
being a PCAS volunteer has its perks. I get plenty of wags, purrs, and licks from some great furry friends. So, if you would 
like to help animals, think about volunteering at PCAS.  
 
How you can help 
 
There are many ways that you can make our pets’ stay at PCAS happier, healthier, and more comfortable. Whether you 
have specialized skills to share or just a willing heart, we would love your help! There’s no time requirement; it can be an 
hour a week, or once a month, or whatever suits you.  
 
Here’s some thoughts about helping: 
 
Volunteering at PCAS:            Volunteering at Home or Around Town: 
 

 
 

If you would like to make tails wag and cats purr, give me a call (Mary at 578-8902) and we’ll 

talk about how you can help! 

Walk a dog Adoption events 

Groom and bathe animals Helping with Fundraising Events 

Wash dishes Membership drive 

General facility cleaning Pet Education 

Play with cats Spay/Neuter Clinics 

Grounds keeping and gardening Craft projects for pets 

Cleaning outdoor runs Fresh ideas 

Laundry Attend our Fundraisers 

Building Maintenance Sponsor our Events 

Building Projects Do something nice for the PCAS staff 

Walk a dog Adoption events 

Groom and bathe animals Helping with Fundraising Events 

Wash dishes Membership drive 

General facility cleaning Pet Education 

Play with cats Spay/Neuter Clinics 

Grounds keeping and gardening Craft projects for pets 

Cleaning outdoor runs Fresh ideas 

Laundry Attend our Fundraisers 

Building Maintenance Sponsor our Events 

Building Projects Do something nice for the PCAS staff 
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A NOTE FROM A PCAS VOLUNTEER 



Park County Animal Shelter  
Low Cost Spay/Neuter for Dogs  

September 15 & 16 (Tuesday and Wednesday) 
At the Boot and Bottle Club 
(Located at 69 South Fork Road) 

 

 
 

This is a community assistance program to provide low income residents  
of Park County access to spay/neuter clinics for their pets in an  

effort to reduce pet overpopulation in Park County. 
 

We have space for 90 dogs—45 dogs per day. 
 
 

Cost is $45 per dog for spay/neuter, $10 each for rabies and distemper.   
If you know anyone who needs help getting their dog fixed (due to low 
income) please refer them to Mary Whitmore at 578-8902.   
 

 
CALL NOW FOR AN APPOINTMENT,  

TO VOLUNTEER, or to DONATE! 
(307) 578-8902 (ask for Mary) 

 
Volunteers needed:  

Check-in/out, Pre-Op, Vets, Vet Techs, Recovery, Autoclave, Help lifting dogs, Recovery, Kitchen, Errands, Set-up and Clean-up,  

Supplies & Other Needs: 
Crates/Carriers, Meals for out-of-state vets, Food & Drinks for Volunteers 

Donations Welcome. 
 
 
 

Sponsored by Park County Animal Shelter, Boot and Bottle Club,  
Cody Motor Lodge and West Park Hospital.     
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5537 Greybull Highway 
P.O. Box 203 

Cody, WY  82414 
(307) 587-5110 

 
Open to the Public: 

12:00—5:30 pm everyday, 
except Sundays 

 
Website:  

www.parkcountyanimalshelter.com 
E-mail: 

manager@parkcountyanimalshelter.com 

“Like” us on Facebook! 
We post pictures of all strays that come to the Shelter.  
It’s a great way to see if we have your missing critter. 


	Wags and                   	Whiskers

	PARK COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER

	Fall 2015
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