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Every year, the Park County Animal Shelter helps 500 to 600 animals.  Many are lost animals that we return to their original owners.  But most are put 
up for adoption.  The good news is that we find new homes for 95% of these animals.  And while these animals are with us, we care for them, feed 
them, vaccinate them, treat their medical needs, sterilize them, and manage their adoption.  Its challenging work, doing this for 500 to 600 animals 
each year.  But fortunately, we have a hardworking and compassionate shelter staff that gets it done.   
 

It costs over $200,000 annually to run the shelter.  And most of our support comes from hundreds of individuals and businesses, as well as from foun-
dations, local service organizations, and the city and county governments. That we can raise this sum year after year reflects the kind and generous 
spirit of our community and our supporters. 
 

Now, we are well on our way to replacing our old, worn out shelter.  Thanks to the Airport Board and Cody City Council we are set to build on our new 
site immediately east of the current shelter on the Greybull Highway.  We have hired Plan One architects of Cody and Shelter Planners of Virginia and 
they have begun designing the new facility.  We have a project schedule that puts us on a clear path to a new shelter.  We will continue fundraising for 
the new shelter through October.  We have raised most of what we set out to raise.  However, we won’t know what the new shelter will cost until we 
bid the construction work.  Our bidding plan will include several optional building features as “add-ons” and “deductions.”  This will allow us to adjust 
the project to fit the funds available, expanding the project if bids are on the lower than expected and reducing it if they are on the high side. So, we 
need to keep fundraising to build the best possible facility.  

All this is happening because of the compassion our community has for both animals and people.  My own family’s experience validates the idea that 
one rescued dog or cat can make for several happy humans.  And for those 500-600 animals we help every year, there are at least 500 people whose 
lives are made happier and healthier.  “Who saved who?” is a common refrain in the animal sheltering business. 
 

So many people have contributed to making the shelter the success that it is today, including many who helped in the shelter’s early days.  Let me 
mention a few more recent standouts who served with distinction while I have been on the board (the past 8 years): 
 Our excellent staff led by executive director Sabine Born and current shelter manager Valerie Swensrud, as well as our former managers 
 Brittany Vaughn and Frank Mallon.   
 Past Board members -- Dave Burke, Joyce Cicco, Todd Currier, Bettye Dominick, Lauri Ferraro, Mary Schock, Jerri Sperry, Sam Welch, and 
 Mary Whitmore. 
 Our current Board and Campaign Committee members -- Margaret Baker, Tasa Brost, Carrie Christman, Bob Grossman, Mary Jane Luther, 
 Sandy Mueller, Jan Riley, Lani Snyder, Kimberly Stokes, Trista Stout and Andy Whiteman. 
All these folks deserve special thanks and recognition for their service and hard work! 
 
And lastly, to our many kind and generous donors and volunteers; We can’t thank you enough! Everything we do, including saving so many animals 
and building a new facility, is made possible by your support.  You have our most profound admiration, respect, and gratitude! 

Then in February of next year, we will break ground on the new facility.  And by the end of the year we will have the Grand Opening!   

Upcoming Events:  
October 2nd (dogs) and 3rd (cats) —Spay/Neuter Clinics at the Boot 
and Bottle Club.  Please sign up on our website under “events”. 
 
January 10, 2020—10th Annual Jack Russell Corgi Races, at the 
Cody Auditorium 
 
We are always happy to meet with the Cody community and give our 
furry guests a chance to introduce themselves to potential new homes.  
If you are planning an event and would like us to participate, please let 
us know.  Depending on who is staying with us at the time, we can 
bring cats or dogs and information material.  Our staff and volunteer 
helpers are also happy to chat and provide background information.   
 
Thank you to the Cody Chamber of Commerce for inviting us to their 
summer “Live After 5” events. 
 
Thank you to Tractor Supply for inviting us to their adoption event.  We 
are so grateful that we were able to find new homes for 4 cats and 2 
dogs that day.  

 

For the first time in many years, PCAS had  
a float in the Cody Stampede Parade.   

Thank you for the great support from all the 
volunteers, staff and board members  

who made this happen!   
A special thank you goes to ACE Hardware,  

Builders First Source and Midwest Fence  
who provided us with free building materials. 

Photos by Sabine Born 
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Jane came to us as a stray cat in February 2019. After a couple of days, we no-
ticed that her belly was strangely big and looked swollen. Oh, we thought, she 
must be pregnant. Was that the early start of a long kitten season this year? 
 

We brought her to the vet to make sure things were all right because she did not 
seem to feel very well. The surprise was big when we were told: Jane was not 
pregnant; she was constipated and her belly was literally full of poop (sorry for this 
detail). The poor thing wasn’t able to go to the bathroom and she had to get an 
enema to get relief.  
 

But unfortunately, this wasn’t just temporary constipation due to dehydration which 
can be the case with some cats. Jane turned out to have a more severe problem 
called “megacolon” which happens when inflammatory bowel diseases cause the 

colon to expand, dilate and distend. We started to feed her a special diet with a lot of fiber and liquids but she 
still did not seem completely well. We took her back to the vet to run bloodwork and 
got another surprise. Jane’s thyroid was showing hyperactivity. She seemed to be 
this one in 2000 cats that look well-nourished despite a hyperactive thyroid. She was 
put on thyroid medication and got better over time so we were able to fade out the 
medication and feed her a special thyroid diet instead which also takes care of her 
colon condition.  
 

Jane is such a sweet cat and we are happy that she was brought to us so we could 
help her. Her journey is just one example of how we constantly work on our mission 
to provide excellent care for all our animals. Now we would like to take the next step 
and find her a good home. The treatment and her different medications added to our 
vet bill and the special food she eats costs about $60 for a month’ supply. She is a 
beautiful, very friendly soul who loves to snuggle and purrs up a storm when you give 
her your full attention. She has been very patient with us during her journey and we 
would all love for her to find her forever-home soon. 
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Hello, most of you already know me, but for those who don’t - I am Valerie, and I have worked for the 
Park County Animal Shelter since October 2014. I have loved every minute of it. I moved to Cody in 
2011 after graduating from the University of Texas-San Antonio with a degree in Anthropology and a 
minor in Geology. I came to Wyoming with the intention of visiting and working near Yellowstone to see 
all the amazing geological features of the area as well as to learn more about the present Native Ameri-
can culture. I ended up falling in love with Wyoming and could not see myself anywhere else. I met my 
husband Eirik here and we decided to make Wapiti our home. We have a cozy home with 2 giant dogs 
(1 from 3 Dog Rescue), 5 cats (all from PCAS), a giant rabbit (from PCAS), some guinea pigs, chickens, 
and ducks.  
 
 I started working at the Park County Animal Shelter in 2014 as a kennel technician and found my pas-
sion for caring for animals. I always knew that I loved animals, but never knew how much until I got this 
job. I love working with the animals and finding them their best possible homes. I love and treat all the 

animals at the shelter as if they are my own. I started school again to become a Veterinary Technician after learning about shelter medicine 
and care from our beloved Vet Tech, Polly. When the opportunity came for me to advance and become the Operations Manager, I gladly took 
the job. 
  
 I am beyond excited to be making the move into the new shelter soon and getting the shelter more involved in the community. My focus is to 
make the shelter a welcoming place where people can come and visit with the animals, adopt, volunteer, and make the shelter a better place.  
One of the main things I would like for people to know about the shelter is that all the animals that are here have a story and that there is a 
home for all of them. One of my cats, Marbles, adopted November 2014, had been at the shelter for over 2 years. He had arrived at the shelter 
as a kitten and somehow got overlooked. I always asked myself how is it that this one beautiful, friendly, funny cat had been overlooked, and 
then I thought “what would my life be without him”? He is the absolute best, and I tell people all the time that the right animal is out there for 
you. If you don't see it at that precise moment just wait or take the time to meet the older ones or the ones that have been overlooked for so 
long. Just because they have been at that shelter for a long time does not mean that there is something wrong with them or that they are not 
adoptable, it clearly means that they have not found the right person yet.  Take the time and learn about the animals and meet them all, they 
will love it just as much as you. Come and meet a new friend at the shelter and introduce yourself! I can’t wait to grow with the shelter.  
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Looking for Their Forever Home 

Baby and Skye are siblings.  They are 4 year old Blue Heelers.  During their time at the shelter they have shown 
that they are a lot calmer and easier to handle when they are separated.  So we would like them to go into two 
different homes.  When we first adopted them out they both snapped at men which could have been due to 
stress.  They are both smart, sweet and friendly and, if their future owners give them a lot of love and time to get 
used to their new homes, they will make great companion dogs.  They can’t live with other animals or little kids.  
Please come meet them at the shelter or contact us for more information. 

Bob Grossman – Cat Whisperer and Handy Man 
 
Human companionship offers the highest quality enrichment for cats and dogs,  

especially in a shelter environment. However, staff and trained volunteers who can 
provide this enrichment are often in short supply. This is where our amazing volun-
teers come in to play. 
 

The American Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (ASPCA) recommends providing at least five 20-minute 
sessions a week with a human for every dog and cat, and to try and provide more whenever possible. 
As pets go, cats are relatively low maintenance compared to dogs which seem to need more companionship, walking, 
training etc. However, like any pet, they do need care and some cats need more care than others to stay happy and 
healthy and to not develop any stress symptoms in a shelter. 
 

If you like cats or dogs, we would be grateful for your time. Pet cats, walk dogs, read a book to them, sit with 
them. Every animal has better chances to find their forever home, when it is accustomed to interacting with  
humans on a regular basis. 
 

Bob Grossman has been an amazing asset for the Park County Animal Shelter. For over five years now, he has spent at least two afternoons a 
week at the shelter and has donated his time and love to the cats. Not only is he very reliable and shares the staffs’ love for cats, he is also very 
handy and has helped us with countless repairs and maintenance work anywhere in the shelter facility and beyond that. Bob built the PCAS 4th of 
July parade float and gathered all of the building materials that were donated towards the project. The parade “Cat-house” turned out so solid that 
we were able to save it and he put it up in our outdoor cat area where visitors can see it and the cats can enjoy it. 
 

In July 2019, Bob became a board member and will continue to help PCAS wherever he can including the transition into the new shelter building. 

From the whole staff and all the PCAS cats: Thank you for everything you do, Bob! 

 
 

Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCD) are a 
great way to support our work by allowing your 
dollars to go further.   
 
QCD’s may be excluded from your taxable income 
and qualify towards your required minimum  
distribution.   
 
If you’re over 70 1/2 years old, you can donate up to 
$100,000 per tax year directly from an Individual  
Retirement Account (IRA) to charities like PCAS.   
 
If you’d like to make a QCD gift, your financial  
institution should make the check out to “Park County 
Animal Shelter” and identify you as the donor by name 
and address. 



5537 Greybull Highway 
P.O. Box 203 

Cody, WY  82414 
(307) 587-5110 

 
Open to the Public: 

12:00—5:30 pm everyday, 
except Sundays 

 
Website:   

https://parkcountyanimalshelter.org 
E-mail: 

manager@parkcountyanimalshelter.org 

 
 

Check out our website! https://parkcountyanimalshelter.org/ 
Not tech savvy?  That’s okay!  Just follow these steps! 

If you are interest in checking out our available animals for adoption 
then just click “Adopt” in the menu bar! 

Want to volunteer?  Click “How can I help?”   Want to donate?  Click “Donate” 

Want to get involved? 

12 year old Skillet, PCAS Mascot 

 
Have you thought about including PCAS in your estate plans?   

Please contact us about how to make a lasting  
difference for an organization you  
already love or visit our website at 

https://parkcountyanimalshelter.org/donate/bequests/ 

  
ADOPTIONS 

  

June 2019 12 21 

July 2019 16 44 

 Photo by Annalea Bromley Avery 
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